unitarily formed by molds and having a door frame opening integrally formed in the poured concrete 
body. A door is attached to the door frame rendering the entire structure substantially vapor tight. 
The Hsu and/or Trice references, alone or in combination do not disclose the feature of a cast 
housing body unitarily formed from molds with a door frame opening therethrough. 

Hsu is completely silent on a housing body unitarily formed from molds. Hsu discloses and 
claims a fire-escaping room comprising four walls, a floor and a roof, but fails to teach that such 
walls, floor and roof were cast as a single piece. In fact, as shown below in Figure 1 of Hsu's 
drawings, Hsu teaches away from a cast housing unitarily formed from a mold by disclosing a seam 
between the side walls of the room: 
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Hsu's drawings suggest that the walls are formed separately and somehow subsequently joined 
together. Additionally, the roof portion is not even shown in the drawings which further suggests 
that the roof is a separate piece from the rest of the room. Thus, Hsu fails to provide Applicants' 
invention as claimed. 

The Trice reference also fails to disclose a room cast from a single piece. Trice discloses a 
bomb and fall-out shelter formed by joining together the slab walls. In fact Trice teaches away from 
a cast room by explicitly stating "[t]he device is ready for use as soon as assembled without any of 
the delays for curing or for forming buildings or the like which characterize cast in situ shelters " 
Col. 3, LI. 24-29 (emphasis added). As shown below in Figure 1 of Trice, Trice teaches that its 
shelter is formed from multiple pieces: 
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The Trice reference fails to teach, disclose or even suggest a cast housing body unitarily formed from 
molds. Thus, the Trice reference fails to supply the deficiencies of the Hsu reference and neither 
cited reference, alone or in combination, discloses Applicants' invention as claimed. 

Applicants urge that the invention is nonobvious based on the Hsu and/or Trice references, 
which disclose concrete panels adjoined to form the walls, ceilings and/or floors of the room, with 
no mention of a housing body unitarily formed. The Hsu and Trice disclosures are opposite to and 
teach away from Applicants' unitarily formed structure by providing a room formed by joining 
separate panels. Accordingly, Applicants urge that claim 27, and the claims that depend therefrom, 
are nonobvious over the Hsu and/or Trice references. 

Applicants note that the Examiner previously cited Guardiani as teaching "a modular vault 
comprising a unitary housing body (A-H) of monolithically poured concrete, see Figure 6 and 
column 6, lines 19-22, a pre-cast roof slab, see Figure 4, pre-cast side and end walls (12a), and a pre- 
cast floor slab, see Figure 6, and a door opening, see Figure 4." Office Action mailed February 25, 
2000. However, a pre-cast roof slab, side and end walls, and floor slab do not provide Applicants' 
cast housing body unitarily formed from molds. In contrast, as indicated by the Examiner, each slab 
is separately pre-cast and subsequently united, rather than unitarily cast as provided in Applicants' 
claims. Additionally, as indicated in virtually every claim mentioning the prefabricated modules (or 
rooms), Guardiani's modules have interconnecting surfaces. Col. 7, LI. 48; Col. 8, LI. 5; Col. 8, 
LI. 36; Col. 8, LI. 54; Col. 9, LI. 36. Interconnect, from the root word connect meaning to become 
joined, indicates that portions of the modules or rooms must be connected after the separate walls 
are formed, rather than cast into a unitary form from molds as recited in Applicants' claims, as 
amended. See Merriam- Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, p. 244 (10 th Ed. 1995) (copy 
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provided). Thus, Guardiani teaches away from a unitarily formed housing body and fails, alone or 
in combination with Hsu and/or Trice, to provide Applicants' claimed invention, as amended. 

In view of the above amendments and arguments, Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner withdraw the final rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103 based on Hsu and/or Trice. Applicants 
further request a review of the claims now pending and request allowance. 

No fees are believed due as a result of this reply. The Commissioner is hereby authorized 
to charge any additional fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 
No. 10-0447 (41241-00006USD1). 



Jenkens & Gilchrist, 
A Professional Corporation 
1100 Louisiana, Suite 1800 
Houston, Texas 77002 
Telephone: (713) 951-3375 
Facsimile: (713)951-3314 





Margaret K. Boulware 
Registration No. 28,708 
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244 congruently • connected 



ion or or 



cortznuns, prp. of congrvrrv] (13c) 1 : CONGRUOUS 2 : , m m 
so as to be coincident throughout 3 : having the diff e rence divisible 
by a given modulus (12 b to 2 (modulo 3) since 1 2 — 2 = 2*5) — coo- 
sru-enMy adv 

coo-gru-l-ty Xkao-'gril^-te, kin-\ n. pi -ties (14c) 1 : the quality or 
state of being congruent or congruous 2 : a point of agreement 

con*gru*oas \*k£n-grU-3«\ adj lL congruus. fr. congruert to come to- 
gether, agree] (1399) 1 • : being in agreement, harmony, or corre- 
spondence 6 : conforming to the circumstances or requirements of a 
situation : appropriate <a ~ room to work in — G. B. Shaw) 2 
: marked or enhanced by harmonious agreement among constituent 
elements <a — theme) — con*gru-ous*Iy adv — con*gru<ous-ness n 

l con-ic \*ke-nik\ adj (1370) 1 : of or relating to a cone 2 : conical 

— co*nlc*i*ty \kcVni-$»-tc"\ n 
JconJc ft (1879) : CONIC SECTION 

con.i-cal \*ka.ni-k*l\ adj (1370) : resembling a cone csp. in shape — 

con-i-cal-lv \-k(»01e"\ adv 
conic section n (1664) 1 : a plane 

curve, line, pair of intersecting lines* 

or point that is the intersection of or 

bounds the intersection of a plane ' 

and a cone with two nappes 

curve generated by a point 

always moves so that the ratio < 

distance from a fixed point ti 

distance from a fixed line is constant 
co»nid*l-o-p hore \k>*ni-de-»-,fdr, conic section 1 : 1 straight lines, 

-,for\ n [NL conidium + ISV -pkore) 2 circle. 3 ellipse, 4 parabola. 5 

(1874) : a structure that bears co- hyperbola 

nidia; specif : a specialized hyphal 

branch of some Fungi that produces conidia usu. by the successive cut- 
ting off of parts of the sporophore through the growth of septa 
Co*aid*I>iiiB \k>*ni-d£-xn\ n. pi -U \-df-s\ [NL, fr. Gk konis dust — 
more at incinerate! (1856) : an asexual spore produced on a conidio- 
phore — co-nid-I«aI \-d8-al\ adj 

co-nJ.fer Wa-ns-far also *ko-\ n [ultim. fr. L conifer cone-bearing, fr. 
conus cone + -fer] (ca. 1841) : any of an order (Coniferales) of mostly 
evergreen trees and shrubs including forms (as pines) with true cones 
and others (as yews) with an arillate fruit — co-nif-er-ous Xkd-'ni- 
f(>)r». k>\ adj 

co-nMne \*k6-ne-,en\ n [G Koniin, fr. LL eonium hemlock, fr. Gk k6- 
neion) (1831) : a poisonous alkaloid C»H tT N found in poison hemlock 
(Conium macu latum) 

con*jec*tur-aJ Xksn-'jek-chs-ral. -'jek-shroIV adj (1333) 1 : of the 
nature of or involving or based on conjecture 2 : given to conjectures 

— coo>jec*tur*a]*Iy adv 

icon-jec-ture \kan- jek-clwr\ n [ME. fr. MF or U MF. fr. L conjextura. 
fr. conjtctus. pp. of conicere. lit., to throw together, fr. com- + jaeen to 
throw — more at JET] (14c) 1 oos a : interpretation of omens b 
: supposition 2 a : inference from defective or presumptive evidence 
b : a conclusion deduced by surmise or guesswork c : a proposition 
(as in mathematics) before it has been proved or disproved 

'conjecture vb -tared; -rur-tag V'jek-cha-rin, -*jek-shrin\ vf (15c) 1 
: to arrive at by conjecture 2 : to make conjectures as to ~ vi : to 
form conjectures — con>Jec» turner VSek-chsr-arX n 

con*jotn \kan-*j6in. kan-\ vb [ME. fr. MF conjoindre. fr. L conjungere. 
fr. com- + jungere to join — more at yoke] vi (14c) : to join together 
(as separate entities) for a common purpose vi : to join together for 
a common purpose 

con-joined V'joindV adj ( 1 570) : being, coming, or brought together so 
as to meet, touch, or overlap <*** heads on a com) 
con-Jotnt \-'joint\ adj [ME. fr. MF. pp. of conjoindre] (1725) 1 



related to. made up of. or carried on by two 
XMNT— con*ioint*ly adv 

i-\ od/[MF or L; MF, fr. L conjugali*. 
conjux husband, wife. fr. conjungere to join, unite in mar- 



UNITED. OONJCMNED 2 

or more in combination 



con*ju«gal Vkan-ji-gal also ksn-'itt-' 
fr. conrug; conjux husband, wife. I 

riage] (1345) : of or relating to the married state or to married persons 



and their relations : connubial — con-Ju-gal4.ty Utan-ji-'gm-l»»te. 
•jti-N r — con*ja«gaHy \*kan*ji-g>U also kan-'jUA adv 
conjugal rights n pi (ca. 1891) : the sexual rights or privileges implied 
by and involved in the marriage relationship : the right of sexual inter- 
course between husband and wife 

con*Ju*gant \*ltan-ji-gam\ n (1910) : either of a pair of conjugating 
gametes or organisms 

*coo-Ju-gate vkan-ji-gat -p-£at\ adj (ME conjugal fr. L conjugatux 
pp. of conjugate to unite, fr. com- 4* jugore to join, fr. jugum yoke — 
more at you] (1 3c) t a : joined together esp. in pairs : coupled b 
: acting or operating as if joined 2 a : having features in common 
but opposite or inverse in some particular a : relating to or beini 
conjugate complex numbers <complex roots occurring in — pairs) 3 
of an acid or base : related by the difference of a proton (the acid NH» 
and the base MHj are to each other) 4 : having the same derivation 
and therefore usu. some likeness in meaning words) $ of two leaves 
of a book : forming a single piece — coa>Jifr*ggte4y adv — coo-Jo- 
gate- ness n 

Jcon-ju-gate \-j*-Jpe\ vb -gsfced; -gat4ng vt (1330) t : to give in 
prescribed order the vinous inflectional forms of — used esp. of a verb 
2 : to join together ~ vi 1 : to become joined together 2 a : to 
pair and fuse in conjugation a : to pair in synapsis 

^conjugate \sanut as '\ n (ca. 1386) I : something conjugate : a prod- 
uct of conjugating 2 : OOWUOATE COMPLEX NUMBER 3 : an element of 
a mathematical group that is equal to a given element of the group 
multiplied on the right by another element and on the left by the in- 
verse of the Utter element 

conjugate cosnpiex ajjsaber n (ca. 1909) : one of two complex num- 
bers differing only in the sign of the irnaginary part 

coB*Ju*gatoa Vtgft-tadX adj (1882) 1 : formed by the union of two 
compounds or united with another compound <~ bile acids) 2 : re- 
lating to or containing a system of two double bonds separated by a 
single bond ('— fatty acids) 

conjugated protein n (ca. 1909) : a compound of a protein with a 
nonprotein (hemoglobin is a conjugated protein) — compare simple 

PROTEIN 

con*Ju~ga~tiofi \«kan-j>'ga-ihan\ n (15c) 1 a : a schematic arrange- 



ment of the inflectionaJ forms of a verb b : verb inflection c : a ch*. 
of verbs haying the same type of inflectional forms <the weak ~) iTz 
set of the simple or derivative inflectional forms of a verb esp. in Sb 
skrit or the Semitic languages <the causative *-) 2 : the act of cooj* t 
gating : the state of being conjugated 3 a : fusion of usu. sinaC * 
gametes with ultimate union of their nuclei that among lower than? ' 
phytes replaces the typical fertilization of higher forms b : tern par*? * 
cytoplasmic union with exchange of nuclear material that is the ux&2 
sexual process in ciliated protozoans c : the one-way transfer of DhjT 
between bacteria in cellular contact — con*Ju*g**tlon-al \-sbw 
•sh>n")\ adj — con*ju-ga-tion-al*W adv 

*COn-lunct Mtwi-'janflOt. kanA adj [ME. fr. L conjunctux pp. of conjv. 
gere] (15c) 1 : united, joined 2 : joint 3 : relating to melodic pri 
gression by intervals of no more than a major second — compare 

JUNCT ^ 

*con*Junct \*kan-Jan(k)t\ n (1667) 1 : something joined or associa^ 
with another; specif : one of the components of a conjunction 2T*J 
adverb or adverbial (as so, in addition, however, secondly) that indicate 
the speaker's or writer's assessment of the connection between liog\2 
tic oiits (as clauses) 

co injunction \k3n-'j3n(k)-sh>n\ n (14c) 1 : the act or an instance ^ 
conjoining : the state of being conjoined : combination 2 : occt& 
rence together in time or space : concurrence 3 a : the appajw! 
meeting or passing of two or more celestial bodies in the same degree of 
the zodiac b : a configuration in which two celestial bodies have the& 
least apparent separation 4 : an un inflected linguistic form that joig, 
together sentences, clauses, phrases, or words 5: a complex sentenQ. 
in logic true if and only if each of its components is true — con-juar. 
tJon-ftl Vshnal, -sh»-n*l\ adj — con*jonc*tion*al*ly adv 

con«junc*rj*va Vjtan-JandcJ-'tl-va, kanA n. pi -vaa or -rae 
[NL. fr. LL. fern, of conjunctiva* conjoining, fr. L conjunctus] (l^j 
: the mucous membrane that lines the inner surface of the eyelids «^ 
is continued over the forepart of the eyeball — see EYE illustration 
con<junc-tj*val \-val\ adl 

con«junC'tive \kan-*j3rj(k)-tiv\ adj (1381) 1 : connective 2 : com. 
JUNCT. CONJOINED 5 : being or functioning like a conjunction 4 
: copulative la — conjunctive n — con-Junc«tiTe>ly adv 

con*Junc*ti*vi*tls \kan-j9n(k)-ti-'vl-t3s\ n (1835) : inflammation of ii* 
conjunctiva 

con>junc*ture \k»n-*j9n(k)-ch3r\ n (1605) 1 : conjunction, union j 
: a combination of circumstances or events usu. producing a cria, 
: JUNCTURE 

con*Ju*ra*tion Njtan-ju-Va-shan. JcanA n ( 1 4c) 1 : the act or procen 
of conjuring : incantation 2 : an expression or trick used in coojm. 
ing 3: a solemn appeal : adjuration 

con* J ure \vt 2 A vi senses luui-pr also lean-; vt 1 kan-'juA vb cos. 
Jured; coajur-lng \*kani-rir> iuin-j9>, Icanj-. \an-i»-; kan-'jur-iq\ 
(ME. fr. OFconjufier. fr. L conjuror* to swear together, fr. com. + 
jurare to swear — more at JURY] vt ( 1 3c) 1 : to charge or entreat eu. 
neatly or solemnly 2 a : to summon by or as if by invocation 01 
incantation b ( 1 ) : to affect or effect by or as if by magic (2) : iuag 
ine, contrive — often used with up <we ~ up our own metaphort fa 
our own needs — R. J. Kaufmann) (3) : to bring to mind (words fat 
~~ pleasant images) ~* vi 1 a : to summon a devil or spirit by iavo. 
cation or incantation b ; to practice magical arts 2 : to use a coojor. 
cr i tricks : xuoole 

Con*Jur*«r or con-Ju-ror Wan-jar-ar, 1t»-\ n (14c) 1 : one that prac- 
tices magic arts : wizard 2 : one that performs feats of sleight of hind 
and illusion : magician, juooler 

•conk Wank. *k6rjk\ vt [E slang conk head] (1821) : to hit esp. on tb 
head: knockout 

*conk n fprob. alter, of conch] (1851) : the visible fruiting body of 1 
bracket fungus; also : decay caused by such a fungus — conky \Vb 
ke, adl 

iconic vi [prob. imit.] (1918) 1 : break down; esp : stall — usu. use! 
with our <the motor suddenly ~~ed out) 2 a : faint b : to go to 
sleep — usu. used with off or out <^ad out for a while after lunch) c 
: die (I caught pneumonia. 1 almost ~~ed —Truman Capote) 

^nk vt [prob. by shortening ft alter, fr. congolene preparation used for 
straightening hair] (1930) : to straighten out (hair) usu. by the used 
chemicals 

*coak n (1965) : a hairstyle in which the hair is straightened out and 
flattened down or lightly waved — called also process 

conker \*kan-k3r\ n [conch + *-er. fr. the original use of a snail ihdl 
on a string in the game] (ca. 1 884) 1 : a horse chestnut esp. when used 
in conkers 2 pi : a game in which each player swings a horse cbestaa 
on a string to try to break one held by the opponent 

con mo*to \kan-*m&Od, konA adv IJItJ (ca. 1834) : with movement 
: in a spirited manner — used as a direction in musk 

tconfi \Tcan\ vi [alter, of ME condien to conduct, fr. MF conduirt, fr. L 
conducert — more at conduce] (1626) : to conduct or direct the steer- 
ing of (as a ship) 

*conjl n ( 1 825) : the control exercised by one who conns a ship 
coo-oatc \ka-*naL> 1ta-,\ adj [LL connatux pp. of connasci to be boo 
together, fr. L com- + nasci to be born — more at nation] (1641) 1 
: a KJN. conoenial 2 : INNATE. INBORN 3 : congeni tally or ftrmlj 
united <" w leaves) 4 : born or originated together 5 : entrapped n 
sediments at the time of their deposition water) — coa*tuite*iy odi 
con*nat>o-rm] \ka> , nach-r9l, k>, -Su-ch^N adj (ML connaturalis, fr. L 
com- -4- naturatis natural] ( 1 592) 1 : connected by nature : inborn I 
: of the same nature — con*nat»u*ral4*ty \-*a<h>Ya-l»-te\ a - 
eoiMWt>u*raMy \-*nach-r»-le, **na-ch>\ adv 

coo-nect \k»-*nekt\ vb [ME. fr. L contctere, connectere. It. com- + 
nectere to bind] vi ( 15c) 1 : to become joined (the two rooms — by ■ 
hallway) (ideas that ~~ easily to form a theory) 2 : to make a succe* 
ful hit, shot, or throw <~-ed for a home run) (~~td 00 60 percent of bs 
shou — N. Y. Times) 3 : to have or establish a rapport (tried to " 
with the younger generation) ^ vt 1 : to join or fasten together is* 
by something intervening 2 : to place or establish in reUaomhf 
«m see join — coo aect able also c o a - ne c t»fbic V*nck-t»-bei\ adj- 
cooocotor also con>nect*cr \-*nek-tir\ n 

coaoected adj (1712) 1 : joined or linked together 2 : having tk 
parts or elements logically linked together (presented a thoroughly ~ 
view of the problem) 3 : related by blood or marriage 4 : Bsvitf 



